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 WASHINGTON -- U.S. Congressman John Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that $1.425  million was included in the  FY Š00                VA-HUD and Independent Agencies appropriations bill for wastewater                infrastructure and combined sewer overflow improvements along the                Connecticut River.  The earmark was included in the Environmental                Protection Agency°s (EPA)  FY Š00 budget. President Clinton                signed the bill into law this week.              

œThe people and businesses of the Pioneer Valley deserve federal                assistance as they face escalating water and sewer bills, ” Rep.                Olver said.              

Earlier this year, Congressman Olver and Congressman Neal wrote                to Chairman Walsh of the VA-HUD Appropriations Committee asking                that he include federal funding for critically needed sewage pollution                control projects along the Connecticut River in Massachusetts.              

The letter from Olver and Neal stated, œThe wastewater needs affecting                our districts concern the correction of combined sewer overflows.                Mandated by the Environmental Protection Agency these clean-ups                have an anticipated cost of approximately $400 million in Massachusetts                where there are over 100 CSOs to address. Currently, the State Revolving                Loan Fund (SRF) is the only major source of financial support for                Connecticut River CSO correction projects. However, because this                loan fund requires repayment, the cities of this region, all of                which are economially disadvantaged, are deterred from applying                for these loans.”              

Combined sewer overflows result from several communities having                a single sewer collection system for their sanitary sewers and storm                water sewers.  When heavy rainfall pushes the volume of water                intake past the capacity of the facility, the excess overflow, which                includes untreated household waste, must be discharged directly                into the Connecticut River.              

œRectifying the problem of CSOs has been a goal of the citizens                of the Connecticut River Valley for many years. As our communities                try to meet the federal mandates that have made CSO correction imperative,                we in the federal government have an obligation to help our citizens                meet that goal,” Olver said.             
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